
This year marks the 60th anniversary of Universal Children’s 
Day. This, of course, is a significant milestone and this year takes 

on even more prominence, especially amongst persons within the 
child protection sector, as this 60th anniversary coincides with the 
25th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. Globally and within our own country, Jamaica, we 
have made many strides in advancing the rights agenda as it relates 
to our children and have many achievements of which we can be 
proud. Some of these achievements which readily come to mind 
include the removal of our female wards who are in conflict with 
the law out of adult facilities and into facilities which exclusively 
house children; the prioritization within the education sector of 
the importance of parenting; and a sustained interest in various 
sectors of the society on issues which affect and impact upon our 
children. While these achievements should be celebrated and be 
collectively seen as a step in the right direction, it should not for 
a moment be thought that the strides made have been enough to 
complete the journey.  

There is quite some distance left to be covered. Our children 
continue to be under threat as they are exposed to a 

number of unsuitable and unsatisfactory situations – they see 
violence in their homes; they see it in their communities; they 
become victims of violence and they are recorded as themselves 
perpetuating violence against their peers and other individuals. 
They are bombarded by sexually suggestive images in our music, 
the media and on our billboards and yet we muse over the 
continued indulgence of our children in sexual activities. Indeed, 
this is unfortunate and as a nation we bemoan the situation and 
often wonder aloud, what is happening to us. Could it be that the 
simple truth lies in the response that children live what they learn? 
As a society, we cannot do one thing and expect our children to 
do the opposite of what we do. Time and time again, it has been 
proven that the “do as I say, and not as I do” philosophy is one 
which is doomed to fail. It may seem like an overused statement, 
but children do in fact “live what they learn”. It may even be 
successfully argued that we all live what we learn. This reality is 
perhaps a normative human condition as our circumstances, our 
individual experiences and the persons with whom we interact on 
a regular basis, contribute to the way in which our responses and 
thought processes are conditioned over time. Translate this theory 
to the impressionable brain of a child who is constantly searching 
for cues from the adults around, as to what is right and acceptable 
versus what is inappropriate. Actions do speak volumes and it is 
our behaviour which children tend to pattern most. So the next 
time we ponder what has gone wrong with our children, let us 
pause as a nation and seek to identify what has gone wrong with 
us. Let us work on those areas and maybe then, we can seek to 
create the kind of society which our children deserve. It is we who 

by our collective actions, attitudes and values create the social 
norms within our communities and by extension, our country.

As Children’s Advocate of Jamaica, I charge each of us to 
consciously introspect and make a deliberate effort to advance 

the prospects for our children. What better time to do this, than 
Universal Children’s Day? Let us start by identifying three (3) 
simple things that each of us will vow to do today to positively 
impact the life of a child with whom we come into contact. It 
could be our very own child or someone else’s child. This could 
be the day when you read your child’s favourite bedtime story or 
it could be the day when you cook (or purchase) his/her extra 
favourite meal and actually spend time sharing with each other. 
It could also be just as simple as a warm hug and a gentle word of 
encouragement. 

Let us seek to rekindle the flame of hope for those of our 
children whose spirits have been daunted. Let us endeavour 

to keep the flame alive in the hearts of those children who, 
thankfully, have not been afflicted by the harsh realities that life 
can sometimes bring and who continue to have that dancing 
purity and unbridled excitement that a child effortlessly brings to 
the table. Whatever the child’s situation, let us shower them with 
love and sincere affection as we strive to make today special for 
them. It was Dr. Seuss who said, “a person’s a person, no matter 
how small”; together, let us use today as a starting point for us to 
demonstrate to our children how much we care - as individual 
parents, care-givers, as a community and as a nation. Let us do 
at least one act of kindness to at least one child on each day from 
hereon. I ask you to do so bearing in mind the words of Nelson 
Mandela, former President of South Africa, “there can be no 
keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats 
its children.” 

Together we should wholeheartedly celebrate our children 
and make Universal Children’s Day 2014 a memorable one 

for them! 
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